






Aiken’s origins date to 1790, when William Moseley established a trading
post in the area. In 1830, William Aiken Sr., president of the South Carolina
Canal and Railroad Company, began building a rail line from Charleston to

Hamburg. The first train arrived on November 2, 1833, and Aiken was
incorporated on December 19, 1835.

Following the Civil War, Aiken became a winter retreat for wealthy
Northerners, launching the Winter Colony era (1870s–1940s). Notable

visitors included Elizabeth Arden, Thomas Hitchcock, William C. Whitney,
and Harold Vanderbilt. Landmarks from this era include the Willcox Hotel

(1898) and Rose Hill (1900), the latter listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1973. The 2,000-acre Hitchcock Woods, located in the

heart of Aiken, remains a treasured urban forest.

In 1950, the U.S. government selected Aiken County as the site for the
Savannah River Site, a nuclear facility. Construction began in 1951, and it

continues to be a major employer.

Aiken celebrates its rich heritage with a Black History Parade each February
and an agricultural festival each November at the Farmers Market. In 2006,
the Aiken Colored Cemetery (Pine Lawn Cemetery)—established in 1852—
was listed on the National Register. It honors African American veterans,

community leaders, and more than 150 years of burial traditions.
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